Subdiaphragmatic implantation of implantable cardioverter defibrillator generator.
Despite several improvements in the surgical technique and in the technologic design of cardioverter defibrillators made over the past years, abdominal placement of the generator device, done as Mirowski did it in his first implantation performed in 1980, remains the widely used method. Although smaller defibrillators are available, they remain bulky and are a source of local complications. To prevent such complications and to enhance patient comfort, we performed a subdiaphragmatic implantation in 31 patients.